
“For the past twenty-nine years I have worked as a potter, producing a diverse line of functional stoneware and porcelain. I started with a four-
year apprenticeship, the traditional method for learning the potter’s art. In that setting, I learned basic technique, discipline, endurance and 
the skills for making a living as a potter. Function is the starting point and context for my work. My best work is completed through the act of 
its use. When I am throwing, marking or altering pots, the process becomes like a dance - listening to the music of the wheel, creating and 
interacting with the rhythms, dancing on the edge of collapse. When the last mark is made and the wheel stops, the pot, like a photograph, 
captures the dancer in motion. I strive to keep the movement alive in my work - allowing it to evolve as I participate in its creation, never 
losing the delight in creating pots that bring pleasure to everyday experience.” ~Michael Smith

On my Second Saturday... I’ll spend some time working on thrown and altered forms, faceted and 
thrown bowls, cups and coffeepots and upside down serving trays. I’ll also bring some work to trim 
to address different treatments for the bottoms of pots. Making pots is all about creative problem 
solving, so bring your questions to share.

Michael Smith May 9, 2009, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Trent Freeman
Trent Freeman opened Four Staves in 2000, creating personal sculpture for his clients. Trent has flourished as a personal sculptor, he has 
designed numerous sculptural pieces, wall and freestanding fountains, and pottery for individual collectors.
 
Trent is a graduate from Emporia State University where he earned a Bachelor’s degree of Fine Arts in 1995. He also attended The University 
Kansas and studied abroad in Australia. Trent’s professional career began shortly upon graduation, creating works that adorn private and 
public collections across the country, as well as in local galleries and fine-art festivals. 

Educating and instructing others has been instrumental to the professional development of Trent’s career. Facilitating workshops at colleges, 
leading continuing education classes for teachers and instructing at the Carnegie Art Center in Leavenworth, Ks., has allowed Trent to hone 
his own skills and contribute to the development of others. He has instructed privately from his studio for the past 5 years, and continues to 
enjoy his wonderfully bright, gifted students today.  

Trent enjoys the process of creation, the birth of a new idea, and the contemplation of pulling it all together from start to finish. He becomes 
emotionally involved with his art. Trent’s inspiration stems from Old World and Asian techniques, though you will find his pieces are culturally 
eclectic in design. 

Trent’s focus on his Second Saturday will be the construction of wall-hung fountains. The fundamentals 
of this include: tilework, throwing a basin, adding clay and mixed media sculptural elements, and the 
engineering behind it. Many elements of this project can be broken down and incorporated into your 
own style of work, therefore this will be a good demonstration for all ages and skill levels to attend. 

Taren Scott

June 13, 2009, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

July 11, 2009, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
“A native Midwestern artist with Iowa roots and a BA from Indiana University, I have been living and working in the Kansas City area since 1995.   
As a wheel-throwing potter with a strong commitment to functional pieces, I am fortunate to work out of my own studio in Bonner Springs, 
Kansas.  My surface decorations are inspired by my love of gardening, and often reflect the wildlife or fauna in the wooded hills around my 
home. It is my goal, when I am working with the clay and glazes, to create pieces that ask to be picked up and used.” ~Taren Scott

Taren’s Second Saturday plans will be determined closer to her Second Saturday appearance, but  
Anne M Bracker is hoping that Taren will at least demonstrate her relief work on clay using wax resist 
(see example in the store).


